Dr. Balancio begins the discussion in Chapter 2 with the definition of conflict that the  American Sociologist Coser developed  as "a struggle over values and claims to scarce status, power, and resources in which the aims of the opponents are to neutralize, injure, or eliminate their rivals."  In other words it is an individual or group striving for a goal and finding obstacles raised by others standing in the way.
 
In Week 2, I had you find a definition of conflict and why you selected it.  Go back and look at the definition you chose or perhaps one that another student chose that aroused your interest.
  
Then she looks at the historical perspective and then presents various conflict theorists. She discusses theorists that come from disciplines such as:  philosophy, psychology, sociology, biology, government and law. See which theorist you find to be helpful for you.  While you are reading the chapter, select two theorists that are discussed in the chapter.  Answer the following questions and engage in a discussion with other members of the class.
 
1. Find the definition of conflict that you selected. How does your definition compare to Coser's stated above?
2. Do you agree with Coser?  Why or why not?
3. Select 2 theorists discussed in the chapter. Which theorists did you select?
4. What is the discipline that the theorist worked in?
5. Why did you select the theorist?
6. How could you use the theory developed by the theorist you selected?
 
 
 
 


